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BUREAU OF PHILIPPINE STANDARDS 

19 July 2023 
  

NOTICE TO RELEVANT STAKEHOLDERS 
 
Dear Sir/Ma’am: 
 
This refers to the draft regulations distributed through the World Trade Organization – Technical 
Barriers to Trade (WTO-TBT) website (www.epingalert.org) from 08 to 14 July 2023. 
 
Relative thereto, we respectfully invite stakeholders to comment on the notified draft technical 
regulation from United States: 
 

Document 
Symbol 

Notifying 
Member 

Relevant 
Dates 

Products 
Covered 

Summary 

G/TBT/N/U
SA/2017 

United 
States 

Date of 
Distribution:  
14 July 2023 
 
Deadline for 
Comments:  
28 August 
2023 

Lowering 
miners' 
exposure to 
respirable 
crystalline 
silica and 
improving 
respiratory 
protection 

The Mine Safety and Health Administration 
(MSHA) proposes to amend its existing 
standards to better protect miners against 
occupational exposure to respirable 
crystalline silica, a carcinogenic hazard, 
and to improve respiratory protection for all 
airborne hazards. MSHA has preliminarily 
determined that under the Agency's existing 
standards, miners at metal and nonmetal 
mines and coal mines face a risk of material 
impairment of health or functional capacity 
from exposure to respirable crystalline 
silica. MSHA proposes to set the 
permissible exposure limit of respirable 
crystalline silica at 50 micrograms per cubic 
meter of air ([micro]g/m\3\) for a full shift 
exposure, calculated as an 8-hour 
timeweighted average, for all miners. 
MSHA's proposal would also include other 
requirements to protect miner health, such 
as exposure sampling, corrective actions to 
be taken when miner exposure exceeds the 
permissible exposure limit, and medical 
surveillance for metal and nonmetal miners. 

 
To access the notification form, right click the document symbol to open the hyperlink. Should you 
have any queries on this matter or request for full text of draft regulation in English, please do not 
hesitate to email us at BPS@dti.gov.ph copy bps.smd@dti.gov.ph.  
 
Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

NEIL P. CATAJAY  
Director 
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